IN the BEGINNING …
A Foundational Study of Genesis 1—11
By Marcus Van Every
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INTRODUCTION

“If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?”
[Psalm 11:3]
We are living in fascinating times to say the least.
Our generation may be witnessing one of the greatest movements of the Spirit of God in
some of the most gospel-restrictive regions of the world — such as Africa, Asia, and the
Middle East. In stark contrast, however, the vitality of the church in much of Europe and the
United States has been diminishing with each passing generation.
Parents and pastors and evangelical church leaders have speculated about what may be
causing this generational defection from the church. Studies have shown that as many as 8
out of 10 children raised in the church are walking away from the faith once they reach
college. Although several different factors may be to blame, the roots of unbelief always can
be traced back to one primary issue — AUTHORITY.
The battle for the beginning ultimately is a battle over authority, and there is no such thing
as neutrality in this battle. Either God has determined and revealed ultimate, absolute truth,
or man determines his own truth. Either man was specially and supernaturally created by
God in His image and for His glory, or man has evolved as a by-product of mindless
naturalistic processes. Both options cannot be true.
As the Bible says, “Let God be true and every man a liar” [Romans 3:4]. Only God is
omniscient — or all knowing. All men are fallible and infinitely limited in knowledge and
understanding compared to an omniscient God, and yet we live in a day when man’s vain
imaginations have been elevated above the Word of God. We live in a culture where man
has become god, the theory of evolution has become gospel, and “science” has become
the unquestionable authority of our day.
Furthermore, the dedicated proponents of naturalistic evolution have worked tirelessly and
quite effectively to indoctrinate the next generation with a belief system that is diametrically
opposed to the Biblical account of creation and intentionally hostile to people of faith. As a
result, Biblical authority slowly has eroded away and has been replaced by “science.”
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Author George Orwell once wrote in his classic novel 1984, "Who controls the past controls
the future: who controls the present controls the past.”
Through mass indoctrination and propaganda, the scientific authority of our day most
definitely has established itself as the leading voice of reason and presently controls the
narrative in every facet of our society. The belief in naturalistic evolution permeates our
public and private education systems, universities, media outlets, entertainment platforms,
and even the church. Many Christians have compromised the plain teaching of Scripture and
have embraced “progressive” concepts like theistic evolution and progressive creationism in
an attempt to reconcile evolution with the creation account in Genesis.
Not only has the church overwhelmingly failed to offer reasonable answers to the “scientific”
objections of our day, but also the average Christian has been conditioned to believe the lie
that science and faith are at odds with one another and that modern science has surpassed
the archaic beliefs revealed in the Bible. The truth is, however, that Biblical creation does not
contradict science but rather informs and undergirds it. The Biblical worldview alone
provides the most comprehensive and cohesive explanation of the world in which we live.

Spiral Galaxy

Atomic Particles

DNA

When all is considered, Biblical creation is the only framework that makes sense of and aligns
with observable reality. From the most distant galaxies to the inner workings of atomic
particles to the digitally encoded language of information (DNA) necessary for life to exist, it
is God’s revelation that provides a viable paradigm to explain the world around us. That is
why the pioneers of virtually every scientific discipline were Biblical creationists, and also why
some of the most brilliant scientists today still express an unwavering belief in Biblical
creation and/or intelligent design.
When using Biblical creation as our foundation, we discover answers to the most
fundamental questions in life, such as …
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❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

From where did we come? — Origin
Who are we? — Identity
Why are we here? — Purpose
What went wrong? — Morality
Where are we going? — Destiny

As we will see over the course of this study, what we believe about the beginning ultimately
will determine how we view the present and the future. Everything we need to know about
our identity, purpose, and destiny is tied back the creation account in book of Genesis.
With so much at stake, it should not come as a surprise that the book of Genesis has
become the most undermined, compromised, and even demonized book of the Bible. Yet to
abandon the authority of Genesis is to destroy the very foundation of the gospel itself.
In other words once we give up the authority of Genesis, then the rest of the Bible inevitably
follows. It’s no wonder we are losing entire generations to the godless belief system of
naturalistic evolution. Once the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?

Q&A
❖

Circle the issues that you believe to be the most important in our culture today.

God - Atheism- Scriptural Authority - Creation - Science - Evolution - Image of God Marriage - Family - Morality/Sin - Spiritual Warfare - Origin of Evil - Death - Work - Gender Sexuality - Racism - Abortion - Suicide - Environmentalism - Education - Worldview
❖

Why did you circle the topics that you did and what makes them so important?

❖

What intimidates you the most about the book of Genesis? Why?

❖

What interests you the most about Genesis? Why?

❖

What are some of the unanswered questions you have regarding creation/evolution?
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